
The Federal Fair Housing Act, state and local fair housing laws exempt certain types of housing from coverage.

Federal State of Washington King County 

(unincorporated)

City of Seattle City of Tacoma

Protected Bases Protected Bases Protected Bases Protected Bases Protected Bases

Race Color Race Race Race Race

National Origin Color Color Color Color

Religion National Origin National Origin National Origin National Origin

Sex Creed Religion Religion/Creed Religion

Disability Sex Gender Sex Sex

Familial Status Disability Disability Disability Disability

Familial Status Familial Status Parental Status Familial Status

Marital Status Marital Status Marital Status Marital Status

Sexual Orientation Sexual Orientation Sexual Orientation Sexual Orientation

Gender Identity Gender Identity Gender Identity Gender Identity

Veteran/Military Status Age Age Age

Section 8 Section 8 Veteran/Military Status

Use of a Service or 

Assistive Animal

Political Ideology 

Veteran/Military Status

Ancestry

Ancestry

File within 1 year 

Jurisdiction: United 

States

File within 1 year 

Jurisdiction: Washington

File within 365 days 

Jurisdiction: 

Unincorporated King 

County

File within 180 days 

Jurisdiction: City of Seattle

File within 1 year 

Jurisdiction: City of 

Tacoma

Fair housing laws prohibit retaliation – an act of harm by anyone against a person who has asserted fair housing rights (makes an 

informal discrimination complaint, files a civil rights complaint, or is otherwise involved in an investigation).

PROTECTED CLASSES IN WASHINGTON STATE

NOTE: Check your municipal code


